
  

Kansas City, Kansas Landmarks Commission 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DISTRICT OUTREACH 

February 15, 2022 
Minutes 

 
The Subcommittee’s meeting (via Zoom Meetings) was convened Tuesday, February 15, 2022, at 
approximately 5:05 pm, with the following members of the Landmarks Commission present: 
Mr. Jim Schraeder, Convener Presiding; Ms. Beverly Easterwood; (Ms. Karen French and Ms. Micki 
Welcome Hill; absent subcommittee members); Mr. David Meditz, Commission Chair in ex officio capacity 
Also present were Ms. Cynthia Ammerman, Polis Cultural Planning; Ms. Mariana Ruiz, Polis Cultural 
Planning; Ms. Emma Dambeck, Planning staff member; Ms. Janet L. Parker, CSC/APC, Administrative 
Assistant. 
 
DISCUSSION TOPICS AS LISTED ON THE PREVIOUSLY-DISTRIBUTED AGENDA 
1. Update from Polis Cultural Planning 

• Cynthia gave a concise report updating the subcommittee on the consultant team’s work.  On-
the-ground work started the previous week, including a focus on the Minnesota Avenue corridor 
with additional photos and research comparing & updating building integrity since the 2016 
survey. 

• Polis is recommending going ahead and starting the National Register district nomination 
paperwork prior to beginning public engagement, primarily to keep the project on schedule. 

• Polis will utilize this initial paperwork when presenting its concept for the downtown commercial 
historic district to both Landmarks and the Board of Commissioners (BOC). 

• Per the agreed project schedule, first Polis will submit the downtown commercial historic district’s 
application and then start groundwork on the African-American churches multiple properties 
documentation (“scattered site district”). 

 
2. Next Steps – Possibly Assisting Polis 

• In response to Jim’s question, Polis suggests delaying the start of actual public engagement until 
after a presentation to BOC. 

• Yes, public engagement could and should involve downtown business entities, members of the 
Improvement District board, neighborhood group leaders, and of course pastors of local African-
American churches. 

• Cynthia noted that reaching out to churches in situations like these typically is fairly easy.  In fact, 
she noted Polis has in the past been contacted by one or more of the churches near 8th & 
Oakland regarding obtaining historic designation. 

• She also noted that she knows some local KCK contacts involved with the Friends of Sacred 
Structures organization. 

 
3. Other Items – Follow-up Meeting 

A follow-up subcommittee meeting likely will be needed in late March or early April.  Cynthia asked 
that we inquire back with her after ~3 weeks. 
 

4. Other Items – Potential Future Topics for Subcommittee 
Jim noted the agenda included past subcommittee topics that likely will need to brought back for 
future meetings, such as mailers/flyers for historic property owners, working with realtors/MLS, 
assisting with an “annual report” to BOC, and developing a community outreach plan. 

 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
5. Janet & Jim will coordinate preparing subcommittee meeting minutes to be distributed in a few days 

to attendees, Ms. French, & Ms. Welcome Hill.  Jim also will provide a verbal report back to the 
Landmarks Commission at our March 7 meeting. 

6. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:40 pm. 


